DARWIN QUIZ

1) What is the name of the ship Charles Darwin undertook his five year voyage on?
A)  HMS Eagle
B)  HMS Beagle
C)  HMS Beetle
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Answer B: He traveled on this British ship between the years year 1831-36. 







2) Which islands did Darwin’s voyage not reach?
A) Cape Verde
B) Azores
C) Baleares
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Answer C:  he did not venture into the Mediterranean 
3) Which of these statements goes against the theory of evolution?
A) The inheritable traits of a species can change between two generations
B) Random mutations yield new traits or variations of existing traits. Individuals gaining survival- or reproductive advantage of such a trait have more offspring.
C) Evolution of traits is a targeted process.
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Answer C: Evolution is not a goal-oriented / purposeful process. That’s the main critique of the supporters of Intelligent Design. They believe that evolution is controlled by a creator.





4) What is the name of the book in which Darwin laid out his hypothesis of evolution?
A) “On the Origin of Species by Means of Natural Selection, or the Preservation of Favored Races in the Struggle for Life"
B) "The Zoology of the Voyage of H.M.S. Beagle."
C) "On the Law which has Regulated the Introduction of Species"
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Answer A:  Darwin finished and had his work published in 1859, exactly 150 years ago. 

B Darwin published this work years before laid out his theory of evolution.
C This book was written by Russel Wallace, a natural scientist and theorist of evolution.




5) Which other naturalist and contemporary of Darwin developed a very similar insights as to evolution around the same time?
A)  Alfred Russel Wallace
B) Jean-Baptiste de Lamarck
C) Gregor Mendel
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Answer A: Darwin and Wallace exchanged ideas 
Even though Lamarck believed in the mutability of species, his theory differs from Darwin’s.
Gregor Mendel, famous for his cross breeding experiments, was the father of genetics. His findings were important for the theory of evolution. 

6) What is Lamarckism?
A) The theory that all acquired traits are passed on to offspring.
B) The theory that acquired traits can be passed on to offspring
C) The theory that acquired traits cannot be passed on to offspring
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Answer B: This is where Lamarck’s theory of evolution differs considerably from Darwin’s. Lamarck gave the example of the long necks of giraffes, which, in his opinion, evolved over several generations in a goal-oriented way, because the giraffes reached for the fruit in the tree crowns.






7)  What is the name of the religious denomination that rejects the theory of evolution and regards the rendition of the creation of the world and species of the Old Testament as a literal description? 
A) Creationism
B) Intelligent design
C) Lamarckism
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Answer A: Creationists believe that God has created and further developed all species. Based on the bible, they believe, among other things, that the earth is 6000 years old and man and dinosaur lived at the same time.

Supporters of “Intelligent Design” believe in creation and a targeted evolution, but they don’t take the parts of the Bible talking about the origin of life literally.
According to Lamarckism, individuals can transmit characteristics that they acquired during their lifetime to their offspring. 



8) What is gene selection?
A) The hypothesis that natural selection applies to the single gene.
B) The hypothesis that natural selection applies to the entire genome of an individual.
C) The hypothesis that natural selection applies to the all genes of a species. 
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Answer A
B This is the theory of individual selection.
C This is the theory of group selection. 








9) What is the name of the book in which evolutionary Biologist Richard Dawkins applied the selection hypothesis to single genes?
A) The Blind Watchmaker 
B) The Selfish Gene
C) The God Delusion 
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Answer B: Richard Dawkins’ book was published in 1976.

The Blind Watchmaker: This book was also written by Richard Dawkins, but it talks about evolution as a whole.
The God Delusion: This book was also written by Richard Dawkins, but it criticizes religion and the idea of the existence of a god.



 10) When did Darwin take on the origin of man?
A) In “the Origin of Species”
B) Much later in “The Descent of Man, and Selection in Relation to Sex".
C) Not at all 
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Answer B: In his work “On the Origin of Species”, Darwin gave a rough idea of the effects on the evolution of human beings with the following sentence in his conclusion: “Light will be thrown on the origin of man and his history.”
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